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The royal command went unheeded. A scuffle ensued in which a
particularly defiant hireling of the Khwaja was cut to pieces.
Muazzam himself offered resistance, but he was soon overpowered
and bound in chains. Akbar rushed inside to find out if Zuhra
was dead. To his horror, he found her naked body lifeless and
drenched in blood. Eoiling with rage, he ordered that the Khwaja,
along with his mercenaries, be thrown into the Jamuna. "Let the
hungry crocodiles make a meal of him," he roared. As luck would
have it, Muazzam did not drown. Later, he was sent to prison in
the fort at Gwalior. A couple of years later, he died insane.
The fate that overtook Muazzam not only enhanced Akbar's
reputation as one whom justice was above family ties; it also served
as a warning to those who regarded intrigue the best and perhaps
the only means for advancement. Opposition to him collapsed
like a house of cards. Even Hamida Banu reconciled herself to
the creed of tolerance, and engaged herself hereafter in promoting
her son's ideas about religion and its place in the polity of
Hindustan.
Akbar's emancipation was now complete, and he applied him-
self with vigour to realising in full his concept of a society based
on freedom and equality. He was at least three hundred years
ahead of his times.